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with horror and darkened by tears. She
looked at me.

" Sir/' I cried to Sonoy, " sir, if I have
done any service to the Pnnce, then in
return I ask this man's life!"

Vermeil's eyes fixed eagerly on Sonoy,
and there was a little stir in the court.
Diedrich Sonoy shook his head.

" The Lord do so unto me and more also
if I spare you one pang," he said slowly

And then, then, Vermeil caught a dagger
from one of his guards, and turned towards
me

" Did you think I would take my life at
your hands ? " he cried with a last flash
of hate, and he drove the dagger into his
throat But his life had not been offered
him He fell back on the floor with a
dull thud, and his guards bent over him
and for a moment there was silence Then
one looked up:

" A clean stroke ! " said he, and there
was silence again.

" Ach, I always knew he was a coward/'
growled Gaspar.

Rushing up the hall while we all stood